








Grade 12 Literature Setwork English Home Language80

English Home Language/P2  23 DBE/Feb.–Mar. 2016 
 NSC – Memorandum 

Copyright reserved  Please turn over 

 
 
15.5 Danforth is shocked by Abigail’s laughing during prayer, but when Giles reminds 

Danforth that Abigail’s accusations result in the execution of people, he instructs 
Giles to be silent. Danforth is not even prepared to entertain Giles’s accusations. 
Danforth focuses on Abigail’s childlike, seemingly innocent appearance and not 
on the seriousness of Giles’s accusation because he does not wish Abigail to be 
discredited as it will reflect badly on him. It is as though the gravity of taking a 
human life is of no consequence.  
 
OR 
 
It is ironic that Danforth is a judge and is supposed to remain objective, yet he 
does not afford people the opportunity to speak out. Danforth is distracted by 
inconsequential issues instead of focusing on the severity of Giles’s accusation. 
He is not prepared to listen to reason. Instead, he is determined to pursue his 
own interpretation of events. He is too bent on maintaining the power of his 
position and the reverence of the citizens. 
 
[Award 3 marks only if irony is discussed.] 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 

 
15.6 The audience is sympathetic toward Mary’s plight. She is in the court only 

because of Proctor’s insistence. Mary is aware of the need to do the right thing, 
yet she is intimidated by Abigail. She is not strong enough to stand up to Abigail, 
even though she badly wants to help Elizabeth. She appeals to Proctor, aligning 
herself with the characters with whom the audience feels sympathy. 
 
OR 
 
The audience might not be sympathetic toward Mary because she has brought 
this situation upon herself. She should have spoken out long ago instead of 
enjoying the power the trials have afforded her. She has even become defiant 
and insolent. She ought to have more courage/integrity so as to defy Abigail.  
 
[Award 3 marks for three ideas or 3 marks for two ideas well discussed.] 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 

 
15.7 The irrational behaviour is a manifestation of evil and is central to the play. 

However, its antithesis is equally central. The play as a whole is a struggle 
between destructive irrationality and notions of moral and social order and 
justice, rooted in reason/rationality.  
 
Yes. 
The reaction of the villagers to the girls’ dancing in the forest is irrational as they 
immediately link the girls’ behaviour to ‘unnatural causes’. The Putnams have 
irrationally connected the deaths of their children to witchcraft and their 
unreasonable behaviour fuels the paranoia. The girls play to these illogical 
assumptions and get caught up in the hysteria of the witch hunt. Danforth does 
not want to admit that the court’s focus is misguided. Accusations are accepted 
without any evidence being demanded by the villagers or the court. It is illogical 
to expect the accused to prove their innocence while the accuser is 
automatically believed.  
 
OR 
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THE CRUCIBLE – ARTHUR MILLER 
 
Answer EITHER QUESTION 14 (essay question) OR QUESTION 15 (contextual 
question). 

  

 
QUESTION 14:  THE CRUCIBLE – ESSAY QUESTION    
 
The female characters in Arthur Miller's The Crucible are victims of a male-dominated 
society. 
  
In a well-constructed essay of 400–450 words (2–2½ pages), critically assess the 
validity of this statement.  

  
 
 
 
[25] 

 
OR   

 
QUESTION 15:  THE CRUCIBLE – CONTEXTUAL QUESTION   
 
Read the extracts below and then answer the questions that follow.   
 
EXTRACT A 
 

  

PROCTOR 
 
ABIGAIL 
PROCTOR 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ABIGAIL 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABIGAIL 
 
  
PROCTOR
  
 
 
 
 
PARRIS
  

(gently pressing her from him, with great sympathy but firmly):   
Child – 
(with a flash of anger):  How do you call me child! 
Abby, I may think of you softly from time to time. But I will cut off my 
hand before I'll ever reach for you again. Wipe it out of mind. We never 
touched, Abby.  
 

… 
 
A psalm is heard being sung below. 
 
(in tears): I look for John Proctor that took me from my sleep and put 
knowledge in my heart! I never knew what pretence Salem was, I never 
knew the lying lessons I was taught by all these Christian women and 
their covenanted men! And now you bid me tear the light out of my 
eyes? I will not, I cannot! You loved me, John Proctor, and whatever sin 
it is, you love me yet! (He turns abruptly to go out. She rushes to him.)  
John, pity me, pity me! 
 
The words 'Going up to Jesus' are heard in the psalm, and BETTY claps 
her ears suddenly and whines loudly. 
 
Betty?  (She hurries to Betty, who is now sitting up and screaming. 
PROCTOR goes to Betty as ABIGAIL is trying to pull her hands down, 
calling 'Betty'!) 
(growing unnerved): What's she doing? Girl, what ails you? Stop that 
wailing!  
 
The singing has stopped in the midst of this, and now PARRIS       
rushes in. 
 
What happened? What are you doing to her? Betty!  
(He rushes to the bed, crying, 'Betty, Betty!' MRS PUTNAM enters, 
feverish with curiosity ...)  

[Act 1]  

  
 
 
 

5 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
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15.1 Refer to line 17: '(She hurries to Betty, …)'. 

 
Suggest a reason for Abigail's haste to get to Betty.   

  
 
(3) 

 
15.2 To what extent is Proctor part of the 'pretence' (line 9) of Salem? Refer to the 

text in support of your answer.    
  

(3) 
 
15.3 Refer to the stage directions in line 20: 'PROCTOR (growing unnerved)' and 

in lines 25–26: 'MRS PUTNAM enters, feverish with curiosity …'). 
 
Comment on the contrast between the attitudes of Proctor and Mrs Putnam 
towards Betty.     

  
 
 
 
(3) 

 
 AND   
 
EXTRACT B 
 

  

PROCTOR
  
DANFORTH
  
ABIGAIL
  
 
 
PROCTOR 
 
 
ABIGAIL
 
  
DANFORTH 
 
 
PARRIS 
DANFORTH
  

But it is a whore's vengeance, and you must see it; I set myself entirely 
in your hands. I know you must see it now. 
(blanched, in horror, turning to Abigail): You deny every scrap and tittle 
of this? 
If I must answer that, I will leave and I will not come back again! 
 
DANFORTH seems unsteady.  
 
I have made a bell of my honour! I have rung the doom of my good 
name – you will believe me, Mr Danforth! My wife is innocent, except 
she knew a whore when she saw one! 
(stepping up to Danforth): What look do you give me?  
(DANFORTH cannot speak.) I'll not have such looks! (She turns and 
starts for the door.) 
You will remain where you are! (HERRICK steps into her path. She 
comes up short, fire in her eyes.) Mr Parris, go into the court and bring 
Goodwife Proctor out. 
(objecting): Your Honour, this is all a –  
(sharply to Parris): Bring her out! And tell her not one word of what's 
been spoken here. And let you knock before you enter. (Parris goes 
out.) Now we shall touch the bottom of this swamp. (To Proctor.) Your 
wife, you say, is an honest woman. 

[Act 3] 

  
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

20 

 

 

 

15.4 Refer to line 2: 'I know you must see it now.' 
 
What does Proctor assume will happen at this point in the play?   

  
 
(3) 

15.5 Discuss the irony in Parris's attitude towards the witch trials.  (3) 
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15.8 In your view, can Proctor be held responsible for his own death? Motivate 

your response.  
  

(4) 
[25] 

 
TOTAL SECTION C: 

GRAND TOTAL: 
 25 

80 
 
 
 
 

15.6 Refer to line 5: 'If I must … come back again!' as well as the stage direction 
for Abigail in line 14: 'fire in her eyes.'  
 
If you were the director of a production of The Crucible, how would you 
instruct the actress to deliver her lines? Motivate your answer.   

  
 
 
 
(3) 

15.7 Comment on Danforth's use of the word, 'swamp' (line 19) to convey his 
attitude towards these events.        

  
(3) 
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QUESTION 14: THE CRUCIBLE – ESSAY   
 
• Here is the basis for answering this essay. Use the following as a guideline only.  

However, also allow for answers that are different, original and show evidence of 
critical thought and interpretation.   

• Refer to page 24 for the rubric to assess this question. 

  

 
• Salem society is theocratic and controlled by men. Because of their 

circumstances, the young girls gain a measure of fleeting authority. However, at 
the same time, they are the victims of men and other women. Their desire for 
revenge and power over both men and women in Salem increases the orgy of 
accusations of  witchcraft. 

• The girls dance naked in the woods because of a desire to escape from the 
restrictions of an oppressive male-dominated society. 

• They rebel against the conformity imposed on Salem society, in which 
individuality is inhibited under the theocracy.   

• The fact that the girls are orphans/unmarried reinforces their lowly status in Salem 
and their eventual desire to hold on to and increase their new-found power. 

• The threat of being whipped/accused of witchcraft encourages them to turn on 
Salem society so as to divert blame. 

• The first people to be accused by the girls are women.   
• Tituba is Parris's slave and she becomes a victim of the girls' manipulations.   
• Abigail has tasted power over a man during her affair with Proctor. Proctor's 

dismissive attitude towards her feelings, his insistence that the affair never 
occurred and the threat to whip her fuel her desire for revenge on Elizabeth. 

• Proctor tries to control Abigail and Mary Warren by threatening them with a 
whipping.   

• The girls' rapid rise to power sees them wielding authority over the once-powerful 
men, like Danforth and Hathorne.   

• The girls are able to manipulate situations and twist people's words against them.  
They rule with fear and intimidation. They abuse their identity as women and are 
therefore regarded as weak and innocent. They are in a position to be vindictive.   

• The girls, especially Mary Warren, become victims of Abigail's power – they all 
fear her as she has threatened them and they follow her lead in everything. 

• The reference to women as 'Goody' ('Good Wife') clearly conveys their status and 
 role in their society. 
• Elizabeth is a meek wife who has been taught to accept the authority of men.  

However, after the ending of the affair, Proctor becomes her victim as she 
continues to punish him by refusing to forgive him. 

• Elizabeth becomes the controlling force in the marriage as Proctor looks to her for 
guidance regarding the signing of the confession. 

• At the end of the play, Elizabeth is no longer completely under the control of men 
as she refuses to agree to Danforth's pleas to persuade Proctor to confess to 
witchcraft.   

• Rebecca Nurse is both a victim (of Mrs Putnam's desire for revenge) and a 
dominant figure. By sticking to her principles, she achieves a moral triumph over 
the girls and the court. In death, she is victorious over Mrs Putnam and over 
Danforth and Hale who try to coax her into a false confession. Proctor is filled with 
shame and he decides to follow the example which she has set. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[25] 
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QUESTION 15:  THE CRUCIBLE – CONTEXTUAL   
 
15.1 People have gathered at the house to witness Betty's apparent bewitchment.  

Abigail needs to get to Betty in a hurry since she is concerned that Betty will 
say something incriminating in the presence of Proctor. She needs to be close 
to Betty to quieten her and keep control over her. 

  
 
 
(3) 

 
15.2 Proctor says, 'We never touched, Abby.' Proctor pretends that there has been 

no affair and that he has an unblemished reputation; however, he has just 
sworn that he will never touch Abigail again. He is a hypocrite: the people of 
Salem respect him as an honest/moral man, while he is actually an adulterer. 
He is not the only hypocrite in Salem. People like Parris (greed for material 
possessions), the girls (desire for power and status), and the Putnams (greed 
for land) all pretend to be something they are not. Many people in Salem have 
ulterior motives. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 

 
15.3 While Proctor is shocked by Betty's appearance, Mrs Putnam is excited. 

Proctor is 'unnerved' – he is disturbed by Betty's appearance. He has 
previously dismissed the rumours as mischief. Betty's appearance appears to 
add credibility to the rumours of witchcraft. Mrs Putnam has worked herself 
into a frenzy. She is eager/desperate to see evidence of witchcraft since she 
wants to connect with her dead babies. If Betty is bewitched, there is a real 
chance that her plan for her daughter, Ruth, to make contact with her dead 
babies has worked. Mrs Putnam is keen to interpret Betty's plight as validation 
of the girls' ability to commune with spirits. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 

 
15.4 Proctor displays confidence in the justice of the court. He assumes the court 

will believe that Abigail is a fraud since he has exposed her as an adulteress, 
liar and manipulator. He thinks all the trouble in Salem will end. Since she is 
the instigator of the witch-hunt, he believes her exposure will ensure an end to 
the madness, and the release of those who have been condemned. 

  
 
 
 
(3) 

 
15.5 It is ironic because Parris initially wants Hale to disprove the presence of 

witchcraft.  However, after realising the involvement of Betty and Abigail in the 
proceedings, he encourages and supports the accusations and the trials in 
order to divert attention from himself and his family. He constantly tries to 
remind the court of everyone's guilt and of the supposed validity of the girls' 
accusations. He objects to Danforth's agreeing to allow time to listen to a 
counter-argument or defence. It is ironic that, as a minister, he ought to be the 
embodiment of truth and justice, yet he encourages and condones false 
accusations and does his utmost to cast aspersions and suspicion on 
innocent people. He will do anything to prevent the truth from being exposed. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 
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15.6 The director would instruct the actress to sound indignant and defiant/pretend 

to be shocked/outraged. She might put her hands on her hips, throw her 
hands in the air/point at the others/at herself/bang on the table/make a fist, 
etc., to show that she is livid. If she is more coolly threatening, her expression 
and voice will be cold. She would look Danforth straight in the eyes and might 
put her hands on her hips, fold her arms, or put her hand on her chest. 
 
Whenever Abigail is thwarted or disbelieved, she becomes defiant. She has 
learnt how to manipulate people into believing her and not doubting or 
questioning her words, by sounding assertive. She has learnt that instilling 
fear in people will make them back down. 
 
[Credit valid alternative responses.] 
 
[To earn full marks, the candidate must provide motivation.] 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 
 

15.7 The use of the word, 'swamp' conveys Danforth's disgust at the latest 
revelations. It suggests moral corruption. The word also conveys his 
uncertainty and lack of clarity. He once regarded this as a clear-cut case, but 
is now uncertain about events and whom to believe. His view of the situation 
has become clouded/murky. 

  
 
 
 
(3) 

 
15.8 Candidates might/might not agree that Proctor is responsible for his own 

death. Award marks based on the quality of the argument presented by the 
candidate. Candidates may include the following points: 
 
Yes. 
• Proctor could have taken the easy way out and confessed to witchcraft. 

However, he has chosen to die since his 'name' means everything to him. 
He is prepared to sacrifice his life and honour for the sake of integrity. He 
also is concerned about the legacy he will leave his family since he wants 
them to be proud of their family name. Because he is aware of the 
injustices of the trials, he will not be swayed by Danforth's entreaty to 
confess. He decides to sacrifice his life to ensure that Rebecca's and Giles 
Corey's honourable deaths are not negated. 

No. 
• Proctor feels helpless. His decision is influenced by the honourable 
 example set by Rebecca and  Giles, among others. His death is the result 
 of the hysteria of the time and the irrationality of the circumstances in which 
 he  finds himself. He feels that the control the girls have over the court 
 allows him no option but to accept his fate, since there is no way of proving 
 his innocence of an 'invisible crime' (witchcraft).  
 
[Credit a mixed response.] 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4) 
[25] 

 
TOTAL SECTION C:  25 

 
GRAND TOTAL:  80 
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THE CRUCIBLE – ARTHUR MILLER 
 
Answer EITHER QUESTION 15 (essay question) OR QUESTION 16 (contextual 
question). 

  

 
QUESTION 15:  THE CRUCIBLE – ESSAY QUESTION    
 
In The Crucible, Arthur Miller depicts how the more deplorable qualities of human 
nature can tear a community apart.   
 
In a well-constructed essay of 400–450 words (2–2½ pages), critically discuss this 
assessment of the play. 

  
 
 
 
[25] 

 
OR   

 
QUESTION 16:  THE CRUCIBLE – CONTEXTUAL QUESTION   
 
Read the extracts below and then answer the questions that follow.   
 
EXTRACT A  
 

  

PARRIS 
MRS PUTNAM 
HALE 
 
 
 
 
REBECCA 
HALE 
   
REBECCA 
PARRIS 
 
REBECCA 
PARRIS 
 
REBECCA 

(hushed):  What book is that? 
What's there, sir? 
(with a tasty love of intellectual pursuit):  Here is all the invisible 
world, caught, defined, and calculated. In these books the Devil 
stands stripped of all his brute disguises. … Have no fear now – we 
shall find him out if he has come among us, and I mean to crush him 
utterly if he has shown his face! (He starts for the bed.) 
Will it hurt the child, sir? 
I cannot tell. If she is truly in the Devil's grip we may have to rip and 
tear to get her free. 
I think I'll go, then. I am too old for this. (She rises.) 
(striving for conviction): Why, Rebecca, we may open up the boil of 
all our troubles today! 
Let us hope for that. I go to God for you, sir. 
(with trepidation – and resentment):  I hope you do not mean we go 
to Satan here! (Slight pause.) 
I wish I knew. (She goes out; they feel resentful of her note of moral 
superiority.)                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                         [Act 1] 

  
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
15 
 
 
 

 
16.1 Place the above extract in context.  (3) 
 
16.2 Refer to lines 3–7: (with a tasty love of intellectual pursuit): … (He starts for 

the bed.) 
 
Is Hale's character, as revealed in these lines, consistent with his character 
later in the play? Motivate your response. 

  
 
 
 
(3) 
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16.3 Refer to lines 12–16:  '(striving for conviction) … (Slight pause.)'   
 
 16.3.1 

 
 
16.3.2 

Discuss what these lines reveal about Parris's feelings at this point 
in the play. 
 
By focusing on lines 12–13, discuss to what extent these words will 
prove to be ironic in the light of later events. 

  
(3) 
 
 
(3) 

 
16.4 Refer to the stage directions in lines 17–18:  (She goes out; they feel resentful 

of her note of moral superiority.)  
  
Discuss how Rebecca's moral standard is important to an understanding of 
the outcome of the play.                                                                                                                               

  
 
 
 
(3) 

 
 AND   
 
EXTRACT B 
 

  

HALE 
 
 
PARRIS 
 
 
 
DANFORTH 
ELIZABETH 
DANFORTH 

Why, it is all simple. I come to do the Devil's work. I come to counsel 
Christians they should belie themselves. (His sarcasm collapses.) 
There is blood on my head! Can you not see the blood on my head!! 
Hush! (For he has heard footsteps. They all face the door. HERRICK 
enters with ELIZABETH. Her wrists are linked by heavy chain, which 
HERRICK now removes. Her clothes are dirty; her face is pale and 
gaunt. HERRICK goes out.) 
(very politely): Goody Proctor. (She is silent.) I hope you are hearty? 
(as a warning reminder):  I am yet six month before my time. 
Pray be at your ease, we come not for your life. We – (uncertain how to 
plead, for he is not accustomed to it.) Mr Hale, will you speak with the 
woman? 

                                                                                                            [Act 4] 

  
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 

 

 
16.6 Refer to line 9:  

 
'ELIZABETH  (as a warning reminder): I am yet six month before my time.'  
 
Discuss the significance of this line in the wider context of the play. 

  
 
 
 
(3) 

 
16.7 Refer to EXTRACT A and EXTRACT B. 

 
Critically discuss how Arthur Miller uses the characters of Parris and Danforth 
to reveal the hypocrisy of people in power in Salem. 

  
 
 

(4) 
[25] 

 
TOTAL SECTION C: 

GRAND TOTAL: 
 25 

80 
 

16.5 Danforth's tone progresses from politeness to frustration in lines 8–12:      
'(very politely): … with the woman?' 
 
Account for the shift in Danforth's tone. 

  
 
 
(3) 



Grade 12 Literature Setwork English Home Language 89

English Home Language/P2                                  23                                                      DBE/Feb.–Mar. 2014 
                                                                  NSC – Memorandum 

Copyright reserved                                                                                 Please turn over   

 
 
QUESTION 15:  THE CRUCIBLE – ESSAY   

 
• Here is the basis for answering this essay. Use the following points as a guideline 

only. However, also allow for answers that are different, original and show 
evidence of critical thought and interpretation.   

• Refer to page 28 for the rubric to assess this question. 

  

 
• Salem society feels the need to protect itself by applying strict rules of conformity. 
• The girls' dancing unleashes the hysterical reign of terror which is exploited by 

certain villagers to satisfy their greed, desire for power and lust for revenge. 
• In a frenzy of naming allegedly guilty people, the girls project their guilt onto the 

innocent. 
• Hysteria seizes the girls as they realise their power in naming people. 
• Suddenly, from being lowly members of Salem society, they become respected 

and feared. 
• Their accusations are not refuted: anyone who is sceptical is accused as well, 

since such scepticism is regarded as a denial of God. 
• Abigail, especially, uses this for her own selfish ends when she aims her wrath at 

Elizabeth. 
• Even insignificant girls like Mary, and the slave, Tituba, become powerful. People 

of lowly status, like Herrick and Cheever, as officials of the court, hold sway over 
people's freedom. Superstition increases and each small act is perceived as a sign 
of witchcraft. People twist actions and words in order to gain power, take revenge 
or settle old grudges.  

• The villagers feel perfectly justified in accusing others of witchcraft to satisfy their 
selfish ends and experience no remorse over their actions. 

• Mrs Putnam uses the opportunity to satisfy her desire to avenge the deaths of her 
babies by accusing Rebecca Nurse. 

• Hale takes pride in the power he enjoys while displaying his 'scientific' knowledge 
of witchcraft. 

• Hale is so excited about exposing the alleged witches, that he loses all objectivity. 
His religious fervour contributes to the hysteria. His single-mindedness unleashes 
an orgy of accusations, superstition and fear.  

• The witch-hunt is a manifestation of the panic that sets in among the villagers. 
Seeds of suspicion and superstition are sown. 

• Greed for land is paramount and is the driving force behind some of the 
accusations. 

• The courts, which are supposed to uphold justice, become instruments used by 
the villagers to accuse and condemn enemies; they exploit the justice system to 
exact revenge, not justice. 

• Danforth and Hathorne are proud of and enjoy the power of their status as judges 
who uphold the law and combat the devil, yet their subjective approach 
encourages the hysteria of accusation and suspicion, since they believe the 
accusers and not the accused. 

• It is only when upstanding, respected citizens are executed in the name of justice 
that the villagers are prepared to voice their disapproval. 

• When the trials are over, many respected citizens are dead. 
• The hypocrisy of Puritan society has been exposed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[25] 
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QUESTION 16:  THE CRUCIBLE – CONTEXTUAL   

 
16.1 There are rumours of witchcraft in the village and the villagers have 

flocked to Parris's house to see Betty, one of the girls involved. Hale has 
been summoned by Parris to disprove the allegations of witchcraft. 

  
 
(3) 

 
16.2 In these lines, Hale is proud, enthusiastic and filled with self-belief.          

He relishes his task and is confident about his ability.   
 
His character changes radically. When he realises the injustices he has 
helped to perpetrate, he is devastated, deflated, defeated and guilt-
stricken, and has lost his enthusiasm. He is humbled, self-critical, 
remorseful and repentant because of his complicity in the hysteria 
unleashed by his initial fervour. 
 
[For full marks, candidates must refer to Hale's character in lines 3–7 and 
later in the play.] 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 

 
16.3 16.3.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16.3.2 

Parris resents the implication that he has no control over the 
girls living in his house. His concern is that he will be implicated 
in the girls' actions and the witchcraft, and feels the need to 
divert blame and attention from himself. His words reveal his 
concern for his reputation. He is afraid that people will point 
fingers at him, since he is the minister in the village and should 
have better control over the girls. He resents Rebecca's 
implication that he needs God's help. 
 
He compares the trouble in Salem to a boil which needs to be 
lanced. It is ironic that the exposure of the problems in Salem 
leads, not to healing, but to accusations which are based on a 
desire for vengeance, culminating in tragic consequences. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 
 
 
 
 
(3) 

 
16.4 The stage directions refer to Rebecca's moral superiority. She stands by 

her principles and refuses to be forced into making a false confession, as 
this will condemn her soul. This influences the outcome of the play as 
Proctor follows her example: he chooses execution in order to preserve his 
reputation and his soul, rather than save his own life and live as a liar.    

  
 
 
 
(3) 

 
16.5 Danforth is initially polite since he wants to ingratiate himself with Elizabeth 

in an effort to use her to persuade Proctor to make a false confession. 
 
Then he becomes frustrated when she does not respond to his polite 
address in the manner which he anticipates. He is offended that a mere 
'woman' dares to disregard him. His arrogance accounts for his impatience 
with her. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 
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16.6 Elizabeth is afraid that she may also become a victim of the current 

perversion of justice; therefore she feels the urgent need to warn the 
authorities of her pregnancy to prevent them from executing her. 
 
On the one hand, the rulers of Salem are largely out of control and 
murderous. On the other hand, there is a vestige of their Christian morality 
that will prevent them from killing a pregnant woman.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 

 
16.7 Parris is the hypocritical minister who is more concerned with status and 

financial security than with the welfare of his congregation. He is afraid that 
the girls' dancing will be interpreted as his lack of control over his niece 
and daughter. He summons Hale because he wants him to disprove the 
existence of witchcraft. When the 'discovery' of witchcraft works in his 
favour, he is keen to encourage the witch-hunt. His words to Rebecca 
reveal his hypocrisy since he does not really want anything exposed – he 
would prefer to keep things covered up.  
 
Danforth tries to reassure Elizabeth that they are not keen on executing 
her, yet the main focus of the court has been to find people guilty and 
punish them. Danforth pretends that he is concerned about Elizabeth's 
welfare, but his main concern is to use her to persuade Proctor to confess. 
In that way he [Danforth] will be vindicated. 
 
[Award full marks only if both Parris and Danforth are successfully 
discussed.] 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4) 
[25] 

 
TOTAL SECTION C:  25 

GRAND TOTAL:  80 
 


