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WHS in SA declared by UNESCO:
A. Cultural (5)
1. Fossil Hominid Sites of South 
Africa (1999, 2005)
2. Mapungubwe Cultural
Landscape (2003)
3. Richtersveld Cultural and 
Botanical Landscape (2007)
4. Robben Island (1999)
5. ǂKhomani Cultural Landscape 
(2017)
B. Natural (4)
6. Barberton Makhonjwa 
Mountains (2018)
7. Cape Floral Region Protected 
Areas (2004, 2015)
8. iSimangaliso Wetland Park (1999)
9. Vredefort Dome (2005)
C. Mixed (1)
10. Maloti-Drakensberg Park
(2000, 2013)
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Criterion (vii): iSimangaliso is geographically diverse with superlative scenic vistas
along its 220 km coast. From the clear waters of the Indian Ocean, wide undeveloped
sandy beaches, a forested dune cordon and a mosaic of wetlands, grasslands, forests,
lakes and savannah, the park contains exceptional aesthetic qualities. Three natural
phenomena are judged outstanding. One is the shifting salinity states within Lake St
Lucia which are linked to wet and dry climatic cycles, with the lake responding
accordingly with shifts from low to hyper-saline states. A second is the spectacle of large
numbers of nesting turties on the beaches and the abundance of dolphins and migration
of whales and whale sharks off-shore. Finally, the huge numbers of waterfowl and large
breeding colonies of pelicans, storks, herons and terns are impressive and add life to the
wild natural landscape of the area

Criterion (ix): The combination of fluvial, marine and aeolian processes initiated in the
early Pleistocene in iSimangaliso has resulted in a variety of landforms and continues to
the present day. The Park's transitional geographic location between sub-tropical and
tropical Africa as well as the coastal setting have resulted in exceptional species
diversity. Past speciation events in the Maputaland Centre of Endemism are also
ongoing and contribute another element to the diversity and interplay of evolutionary
processes at work in iSimangaliso. In the marine component of the site, the sediments
being transported by the Agulhas current are trapped by submarine canyons on the
continental shelf allowing for remarkably clear waters for the development of coral reefs
The interplay of this environmental heterogeneity is further complicated by major floods
and coastal storms, events which are regularly experienced in iSimangaliso. The site is
also of sufficient size and retains most of the key elements that are essential for long-
term functioning of the ecosystems.
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Criterion (x): The five interlinked ecosystems found in iSimangaliso provide habitat for a
significant diversity of African biota, including a large number of threatened and/or
endemic species. The species lists for iSimangaliso are the lengthiest in the region and
population sizes for most of them are viable. OF the over 6,500 plant and animal
(including 521 bird) species recorded from the Park[1], populations of species of
conservation importance include 11 species endemic to the park, 108 species endemic
to South Africa, while 467 species are listed as threatened in South Africa. The
outstanding diversity of habitats (terrestrial, wetland, coastal and aquatic) supports
wide variety of animal species, some at the northem and many at the southern limit of
their range
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Criterion (iii): The buildings of Robben Island bear eloquent witness to its sombre
history.

Criterion (vi):Robben Island and its prison buildings symbolize the triumph of the human
spirit, of freedom and of democracy over oppression.
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Situated in north-eastern South Africa, the Barberton Makhonjwa Mountains comprises
40% of the Barberton Greenstone Belt, one of the world's oldest geological structures.
The property represents the best-preserved succession of volcanic and sedimentary rock
dating back 3.6 to 3.25 billion years and forms a diverse repository of information on
surface conditions, meteorite impacts, volcanism, continent-building processes and the
environment of early life.
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Criterion (v): The +Khomani Cultural Landscape is uniquely expressive of the hunting
and gathering way of life practised by the ancestors of all modern human beings; so are
the simple, yet highly sophisticated technologies which they used to exploit scarce
resources such as water, find plant foods in an extremely hostile environment, and deal
with natural phenomena such as drought and predators

Criterion (vi): The +Khomani Cultural Landscape reflects and is associated with the
ethnobotanical knowledge and memories embedded in the IUi-Taa languages still
spoken by a few people in the +Khomani community, illustrating a virtually extinct way of
life and beliefs.
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The remains of this famous kingdom, when viewed against the present day fauna and
flora, and the geo-morphological formations of the Limpopo/Shashe confluence, create
an impressive cultural landscape of universal significance.

Criterion (ii): The Mapungubwe Cuitural Landscape contains evidence for an important
interchange of human values that led to far-reaching cultural and social changes in
Southen Africa between AD 900 and 1300.

Criterion (iii): The remains in the Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape are a remarkably
complete testimony to the growth and subsequent decline of the Mapungubwe State
which at its height was the largest kingdom in the African subcontinent

Criterion (iv): The establishment of Mapungubwe as a powerful state trading through
the East African ports with Arabia and India was a significant stage in the history of the
African sub-continent.

Criterion (v): The remains in the Mapungubwe cultural landscape graphically illustrate
the impact of climate change and record the growth and then decline of the Kingdom of
Mapungubwe as a clear record of a culture that became vulnerable to irreversible
change
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Criterion (i): The rock art of the Maloti-Drakensberg Park is the largest and most
concentrated group of rock paintings in Africa south of the Sahara and is outstanding
both in quality and diversity of subject

Criterion (iii): The San people lived in the mountainous Maloti-Drakensberg area for
more than four millennia, leaving behind them a corpus of outstanding rock art, providing
a unique testimony which throws much light on their way of life and their beliefs.

Criterion (vii): The site has exceptional natural beauty with soaring basalic buttresses,
incisive dramatic cutbacks and golden sandstone ramparts. Rolling high alfitude
grasslands, the pristine steep-sided river valleys and rocky gorges also contribute to the
beauty of the site.

Criterion (x): The property contains significant natural habitats for in situ conservation of
biological diversity. It has outstanding species richness, particularly of plants. It is
recognised as a Global Centre of Plant Diversity and endemism, and occurs within its
own floristic region — the Drakensberg Alpine Region of South Africa. It is also within a
globally important endemic bird area and is notable for the occurrence of a number of
globally threatened species, such as the Yellow-breasted Pipit. The diversity of habitats
is outstanding, ranging across alpine plateaux, steep rocky slopes and river valleys
These habitats protect a high level of endemic and threatened species.
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The fossil evidence contained within these sites proves conclusively that the African
continent is the undisputed Cradle of Humankind.

Criterion (iii): The nominated serial site bears exceptional testimony to some of the
most important Australopithecine specimens dating back more than 3.5 million years.
This therefore throws light on to the origins and then the evolution of humankind, through
the hominisation process.

Criterion (vi): The serially nominated sites are situated in unique natural settings that
have created a sitable environment for the capture and preservation of human and
animal remains that have allowed scientists a window into the past. Thus, this site
constitutes a vast reserve of scientific data of universal scope and considerable potential,
linked to the history of the most ancient periods of humankind.
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Criterion (viii): Vredefort Dome is the oldest, largest, and most deeply eroded complex
meteorite impact structure in the world. It is the site of the world’s greatest single, known
energy release event. It contains high quality and accessible geological (outcrop) sites
which demonstrate a range of geological evidences of a complex meteorite impact
structure. The rural and natural landscapes of the serial property help portray the
magnitude of the ring structures resulting from the impact. The serial nomination is
considered to be a representative sample of a complex meteorite impact structure. A
comprehensive comparative analysis with other complex meteorite impact structures
demonstrated that it is the only example on earth providing a full geological profile of an
astrobleme below the crater floor, thereby enabling research into the genesis and
development of an astrobleme immediately post impact.
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Criterion (ix): The property is considered of Outstanding Universal Value for
representing ongoing ecological and biological processes associated with the evolution
of the unique Fynbos biome. These processes are represented generally within the Cape
Floral Region and captured in the component areas that make up the 13 protected area
clusters. Of particular scientific interest are the adaptations of the plants to fire and other
natural disturbances; seed dispersal by ants and termites; the very high level of plant
pollination by insects, mainly beetles and flies, birds and mammals; and high levels of
adaptive radiation and speciation. The pollination biology and nutrient cycling are other
distinctive ecological processes found in the site. The Cape Floral Region forms a centre
of active speciation where interesting patters of endemism and adaptive radiation are
found in the flora.

Criterion (x): The Cape Floral Region is one of the richest areas for plants when
compared to any similar sized area in the world. It represents less than 0.5% of the area
of Africa but is home to nearly 20% of the continent's flora. The outstanding diversity,
density and endemism of the flora are among the highest worldwide. Some 69% of the
estimated 9,000 plant species in the region are endemic, with 1,736 plant species
identified as threatened and with 3,087 species of conservation concern. The Cape
Floral Region has been identified as one of the world's 35 biodiversity hotspots.
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Criterion (v): The rich diverse botanical landscape of the Richtersveld, shaped by the
pastoral grazing of the Nama, represents and demonstrates a way of life that persisted
for many millennia over a considerable part of southern Africa and was a significant
stage in the history of this area.

Criterion (v): The Richtersveld is one of the few areas in southern Africa where
transhumance pastoralism is still practised; as a cultural landscape it reflects long-
standing and persistent traditions of the Nama, the indigenous community. Their
seasonal pastoral grazing regimes, which sustain the extensive bio-diversity of the area,
were once much more widespread and are now vulnerable
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The five ecosystems present at the iSimangaliso Wetland Park

The Indian Ocean and the beaches: the warm waters of the Indian Ocean, such as the Agulhas Current, the most Southern coral reef in
Africa, the submarine canyons and the long deserted sandy beaches offer a safe and protected place for different species of animals,
including turtles, that nest on these beaches, whales, that pass through these waters, dolphins and many other species of aquatic
mammals and fish.

The Vegetated dunes: this system of coastal dunes, that has formed over the millennia, consists of long sand dunes, positioned parallel
to the coast; these dunes are vegetated and constitute a unique ecosystem.

Here live different animals, among which many species of birds, moreover, the dunes let rain water filter, that goes to fill some basins,
such as the Sibaya Lake, that has no tributaries, its waters come from the dunes that surround it.

The swamps and the alluvial plains: these areas are home to many water birds and different species of plants, such as reeds and
papyrus; they constitute a unique ecosystem and with a delicate balance.

The internal area:this area, farther from the coast of the Indian Ocean, s drier and consists of ancient ocean beaches, from the period
when, 60 million years ago, the ocean reached here, and from savannah, where not only many birds are found but also many mammals
and where one can make satisfying safaris.

The Lakes: several lakes are present at the iSimangaliso Wetlands Park, each of them has an origin and characteristics that make it
unique.
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