ACTIVITIES
LANGUAGE STRUCTURES AND CONVENTIONS

LITERAL AND FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Literal meaning  – what is said exactly, no exaggeration.
1. “This background color is red.”

Figurative meaning – communicates ideas beyond the literal meanings of words, in an exaggerated way. 
2. “This background looks like crumpled paper.”

The difference between the two examples is: 

· the first example is that it says exactly what it means. 
· the second example communicates ideas beyond the literal, it is more exaggerated language.

There are different types of figurative language – simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration, irony, imagery, etc.

Literal meaning – “The dog smells bad.”  Figurative meaning – “The dog is as smelly as dirty socks”
The difference between the two sentences is that the first one says exactly as it is but the second meaning is creative, interesting and exaggerated. It makes language writing effective.

TYPES OF FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Simile – a comparison of two things by using the words “like” or “as”

Example – As tall as a giraffe. The pizza is as cold as ice. 

ACTIVITY 1
State whether the following sentences are literal or figurative.

1. The boy is hungry.
2. The boy is as hungry as a lion.

3. The food is cold.

4. The food is as cold as ice.

Metaphor – is a comparison in which one thing is said to another.
Example – My mom is a teddy bear. It compares the warm feeling mom gives me like my teddy bear gives me. 

He is a brave lion.  It compares the courage or bravery a man has to that of a lion.

ACTIVITY 2
State whether the sentence is a simile or a metaphor.

1.  You are a weasel, well, I’m like one.
2.  Life is like an onion.  You peel it off one layer at a time and sometimes you cry.

3. The road was a ribbon wrapped through the desert.

4. My heart is a lonely hunter that hunts on a lonely hill.

5. He is as brave as a lion.
Personification.
A figure of speech which gives the qualities of a person to an animal, object or an idea.

Example -   The stars danced playfully in the moonlit sky. The trees waved gently in the park.
ACTIVITY 3
Which word/words make the following sentences a personification.
1. The dog laughed at his meal.

2. The car ran fast.

3. The pen wrote on the page.

4. The bird sang a beautiful song.
5. Garfield, the cat, spoke to his master

Idioms
It is a group of words whose meaning is different from the meanings of the individual words.
Example  - “Let the cat out of the bag” is an idiom meaning to tell a secret by mistake.

ACTIVITY 4
Write, in your own words, the correct meaning of the following idioms.

1. It’s raining cats and dogs.
2. At a snail’s pace.

3. Break the ice.
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